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Aging world: 

find opportunities of 
education and 
employment
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Global future trends

Is the population
in your country  
getting younger
or older?

üDeclining birth rates in high income countries
üPopulation growth is mainly in Africa and Asia
üLabour shortage in “the West”
üGlobal explosion of the middle class



Labour market shifts: 

increasing automation to affect global 
workforce

Global future trends



Skills mismatch: 

gap between what employers 
demand vs. what education provides

Global future trends



Rapid urbanisation: 

shift towards cities in search 
of jobs and career 
advancement

Global future trends
Dubai 1990-2013 Shenzen 1980-2011

Source of picture: http://justsomething.co/before-and-after-world/



Stricter immigration policies:

more barriers for mobility to 
high-income destinations
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Economic shifts: 

dependence on emerging 
markets for economic growth
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Budget pressures: 

higher education is facing new 
facing decline in public funding

Global future trends
Example England

Source of picture: http://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2013/funding-challenge-for-universities.pdf



Conflict and displacement of 
people: 

refugees and higher 
education

Global future trends

Only 1-5% refugees in the 
relevant age group found a 
place in HE (26% in Syria 
before the war)

Source of picture and data: 
https://ec.europa.eu/education/events/20
170926-conference-higher-education-
refugees_en



Intra-regional student 
mobility: 

a growing number of 
students choosing to 
study in neighbouring 
countries vs. studying 
outside their region

Global future trends

ØNow the trend is set in Asia
ØASEAN (600 Mio. Inhabitants) gives it priority

Source of picture and data: http://monitor.icef.com/2014/01/asean-poised-to-usher-in-new-era-of-regional-student-mobility/



Pressure on public finance 
which is leading to 
significant reductions in 
scholarship programmes
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Rise in political 
instability 
endangering HE 
environments
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Shift in economic welfare from 
West to East:

(the largest increases in middle-
class population expected to be 
in East and South-East Asia) 
affecting HE choices

Global future trends
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75% are in Asia!



World demographics: the student age group is a regional challenge!

Global future trends

Source of picture and data: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/youth/fact-sheets/YouthPOP.pdf



World demographics: not the same even within Asia!

Global future trends

Source of picture and data: http://www.che.de/downloads/Analysing_the_Future_Market_Target_Countries_for_German_HEIs_AP107.pdf



Major future trends in HE



Increasing Global Student Mobility
üOver 5 million students studying abroad in 2014 (OECD 2015 report)
ü If the growth of the 2006-2012 period is extrapolated till 2025 the number would 

rise above 9 million by 2025 (65% of these students come from Asia)



Changing destinations



In absolute numbers



Percentage of international students of the
total enrolment for top countries



Do you think there is balance in outbound and 
inbound exchange?

ØFor your country?

ØFor North America?

ØFor Latin America?

ØFor Asia?



Exchange balance



Fastest growth of international students

Ø By 2020: China, India, US and Brazil (replacing 
Russia) – are forecast to account for more than 
50%! 

Ø Indonesia, Turkey and Nigeria will become 
increasingly important players 

Ø Russia, Iran and South Korea’s 
global market shares are forecast to fall.

Ø An increasing number are fee-paying



Higher Education as a global market

üGlobal demand for higher education exceeds 
availability

ü Implementation of tuition fees
üStudent as customer
üHE as an industry - service oriented
ü Increasing importance of rankings and branding
üEnglish as the international HE language



Changing role of governments

ü Declining funding - the user pays

ü Privatisation and private equity growth in higher 
education

ü The benefits of internationalisation are increasingly 
clear to  governments (and employers) - HEIs are 
pushed



Non-traditional modes in IHE

üOffshore teaching, in non traditional countries
ü Introduction of online delivery, online teaching, 

MOOCs – blended learning
üTwinning programs, joint degrees, franchises
üDifferent models of mobility 



Strategic alliances, partnerships and networks
üResearch within institutions requires to work jointly with partners on a topic

üInternational partnerships are ‘beyond student mobility.’

üYou are as strong as your partners



Demand from employers

ü Graduates with mobility experience are more 
valued by employers

ü Benefits of a study-abroad experience have been 
proven. 

ü Erasmus Impact Study

ü Increasing global job-market



All graphs taken from: 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_c
ulture/repository/education/library/s
tudy/2016/erasmus-
impact_en.pdf?pk_campaign=Email-
Feb2016&pk_kwd=Studies3 



All graphs taken from: 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_c
ulture/repository/education/library/s
tudy/2016/erasmus-
impact_en.pdf?pk_campaign=Email-
Feb2016&pk_kwd=Studies3 





Politics - Populism

üBrexit
üQuestions about the use of English as lingua franca
üTrumpism
üRefugees
üetc



Are these trends truly “Global” Trends?



Europe

ü Less public funding – introduction of tuition fees
ü HE is a global market (source of income) and institutions 

try to attract students
ü Receiving and sending countries
ü Inter-EU mobility main focus South to North & East to 

West
ü English is becoming the dominant language



North America
ü Decline of the dominant position of the USA as 

destination for students, losing students to (mainly) 
Europe

ü Relatively few outgoing students, students that do 
go about half go on short programs (week/month 
long excursions) or summer schools

ü Strong research orientation

ü Huge difference between institutions



Oceania
ü Australia vs. the rest of the region
ü From competition to cooperation
ü Some movement away from the commercial model 

and more interest in the concept of 
'comprehensive internationalisation' 

ü Growing focus on the Pacific Rim and Asia and 
away from Europe.



South America
ü Huge investments in scholarship programs (Chile, 

Colombia, Ecuador)
ü Focus on training of staff/students through Study 

Abroad. 
ü More private investment in Higher Education
ü Main focus of student mobility is to North America, 

but the EU is growing



Asia
ü Governments are spending more on Higher 

Education, still capacity shortage
ü Japan, South Korea and Malaysia have an aging 

population and they are trying to attract students 
and send their students out on exchange

ü China aims to get cooperation based on equality 
and not brain drain 

ü Main focus of student mobility is to North America, 
UK and Australia, but the EU is growing.



Africa
ü The 17.5% of the total government expenditure 

spend on Education is highest of the world (12,2% 
in North America and Western Europe).

ü Ongoing Brain drain, not only to Europe, also a 
brain drain in Africa 

ü Increasing number of people going to Gulf 
countries



Follow the trends



Special future trends in HE 
internationalisation





Current trends

from

to
Result

Participation



Current trends

from

to
comprehensive

partial

Hudzik, J. (2011). Comprehensive internationalization: From concept to action. Retrieved
from http://www.nafsa.org/resourcelibrary/Default.aspx?id=24045 Google Scholar

http://www.nafsa.org/resourcelibrary/Default.aspx?id=24045
http://scholar.google.com/scholar_lookup?hl=en&publication_year=2011&pages=125-142&author=J.+Hudzik&title=Comprehensive+internationalization:+From+concept+to+action&


Current trends

from

to

systematic process

single activity

de Wit, H. et al. (2015) Internationalisation of Higher Education. Study requested by the
European Parliament. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ 
STUD/2015/540370/IPOL_STU(2015)540370_EN.pdf



Current trends

from

to

Conditio sine qua non

nice to have

de Wit, H. et al. (2015) Internationalisation of Higher Education. Study requested by the
European Parliament. http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ 
STUD/2015/540370/IPOL_STU(2015)540370_EN.pdf



Current trends

from to ImpactInput Outputover



Current trends



Internationalisation in 30 years



Internationalisation in 30 years



Internationalisation in 30 years



Internationalisation in 30 years



Prediction Internationalisation #1 ...

China will be the leading
internationalisation hub globally, 
leaving Europe and the US behind



Prediction Internationalisation #2
will still exist but

the major
contribu-
tors will be



Prediction Internationalisation # 3
80% of mobility will be virtual
through avatars



Prediction #4 - Double life circle

First learning Period

First work life

Second learning period

Second work life

5-25

25-40

45-55

(70% virtual mobility)

(20% work abroad virtually)

(50% study abroad virtually)
(50% work abroad

virtually)

55-80



Prediction Internationalisation #5
90% of the
real analogue
mobility will 
be done by
surrogates



Prediction Internationalisation #6
Implants will 
measure effects of
mobility on 
personality and
physical health


